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Overview of Resource and Prescribed Learning Outcomes

This resource package was designed as an outreach programme of the North Vancouver Museum
and Archives. It s6 devel opment c 0 i nEntwohex Histoviest Kbiftstfrone the X
Maisie Hurley Collection . The exhibit is about Maisie Hurley, who was founder and editor of the
Native Voice newspaper.

This programme was specifically designed as a unit of study for First Nations 12 students in the
province of British Columbia. It also meets prescribed learning outcomes for Social Studies 10 and
11. The package contains four case studies, which can be used together or independently at the
discretion of the educator. A timeline of BC settlement history and preliminary discussion activities
precede the case studies. Each case studyprovides an overview supplemented with newspaper
articles from the Native Voice.

This outreach programme targets the followin g Prescribed Learning Outcomes within the province of
British Columbia:

BC First Nations Studies 12

Skills and Processes:

e Apply critical thinking dincluding questioning, comparing, summarizing, drawing
conclusions, hypothesizing, and defending a positio n

¢ Demonstrate effective research skills, including accessing information, assessing information,
collecting data, evaluating data, organizing information, presenting information and citing
sources.

¢ Demonstrate skills and attitudes of active citizenship, in cluding ethical behaviour, open -
mindedness, respect for diversity, and collaboration

Land and Relationships :
e Describe the location of traditional territories of BC First Nations
e Analyze the relationship of First Nations peoples and the natural world
¢ Analy ze and exchange of ideas, practices, and materials involving First Nations pre-contact
and post-contact

Contact, Colonialism, and Resistance :
¢ Analyze post-Confederation government policies and jurisdictional arrangements that affected
and continue to affect BC First Nations
e Analyze the varied and evolving responses of First Nations peoples to contact and colonialism

Leadership and Self -Determination :
e Describe challenges during the 20" Century that led to the emergence of contemporary
Aboriginal leadershi p, including reference to Aboriginal leaders and organizations and the
Indian act.




Introduction: Maisie Hurley and the Power of The Native Voice

Page 2 The

NATIVE VOICE

July, 1949

White Woman Honoured

By CONSTANCE COX

After Mrs. Maisie Armytage-Moore had completed her jour-
ney to the Southern part of B.C., visiting all the Native villages,
she continued her journey North, accompanied by Constance
Cox, who was her helper and interpreter. In all villages, Mrs.
Moore received kindness and great respect. She gave them good
advice, telling them to unite as one in the wonderful organiza-
tion, THE NATIVE BROTHERHOOD of B.C., where they could
speak as one voice, where there is unity there is strength.

She spoke on the matter of better education, and better
health conditions, which remarks were received with great en-
thusiasm.

Mrs. Moore continued her journey down the Skeena to Kit-
wizgulth (Skeena Crossing), where she held another meeting
to a very large audience. There was much applause, showing
great interest in her speech. When the meeting was over, the
Old Chife, Arthur McDames, rose from his seat with great
dignity, and stated that he wished to show his gratitude and that
of his people ‘o Mrs. Moore, who had come such a long way to
show them what was right. He gave her the senior names of his
house, and made her a Chief of his clan, the Clan of the Lathsaila,

frightened. The whale spoke to her and said, “No harm will
come to you, I intend to make you my wife.” With that he dove
down to the bottom of the sea, and the big job began of turning
her into a whale.

He hired a lot of Muskrats and Mink to carry water for him.
They were to wash her chest and stomach so it would become
white. He laid her down with the back to the fire so it would
roast black, like the whales. While this was going on, the hus-
band was searching for his dear wife. He got into his canoe and
paddled out to sea, and as he was paddling along he came across
a lot of Steelhead Salmon, and he asked them if they had seen
his wife. They said if you paint our cheeks red, we will tell
you. So he got out his bag of red earth and painted their cheeks.
(That is why to this day, all Steelhead Salmon have red cheeks).
They told him the whale had just passed with his wife, so on he
went.

He met a flock of ducks, who up to that time were all blind,
and upon enquiring of them as to the whereabouts of his wife,
they replied, “If you will slit open our eyes, we will tell you
what we know,” so he gol out his knife and cut open their eyes,

This picture was taken after Mrs. Armitage-Moore was made Chief Queen, having been given the
senior name in the House of Gookshan at Skeena Crossing.

which belongs to the house of Gookshan, which means the
gambler. The name she received was Simlouax, meaning Chief
Queen of the Moon.

It is indeed a great honor to be taken into a native tribe;
and given a Chief's name. There are not many white people
that know the honor and what it means. Mrs. Moore was very
touched, and I know she will always remember it as a great
honor and trust they conferred upon her, and will live up to it
to the best of her ability.

There is a legend coming from the House of Gookshan, the
story of the Fin-back Whale: which goes as follows:

There was a hunter who had a very beautiful wife, her name
was Simlouax (Queen of the Moon). He loved her very much.
On each return from a hunting trip he would give her the Ermine
skins to make herself a robe. She took the skins down to the
river to wash them. She looked for a stone to sit upon, and
there she sat washing them. When she rose up to return home,
she found herself miles out at sea, for she had sat on the back
of a whale, mistaking its back for a stone. She became very

and when they could see they all began to quack.
ducks always make such a noise).

They showed him just where the whale had gone with his
wife, so down to the bottom of the sea he went. There he met
the muskrats and the mink busily carrying water. He asked
them what they were doing. They said the Chief of the Whales
had brought home a new wife and she has to be fixed up so she
would look like a whale.

The man said he would pay them some windouth (which
means something you put on the cheeks, made from herbs, which
gives one a very grand and soothing feeling; it is only known to
grow on the Queen Charlottes), if they would help him to save
his wife by pouring water on the fire, making a great smoke to
hide him while he rushed in and took his wife. This was done
and he was able to save her and take her home. The whale was
very angry, and to pacify him this Clan uses the figure of a Fin-
back whale for a crest; and the eagle is also their crest.

Mrs. Moore was presented with a beautifully carved spoon,
showing this crest, which she will always keep as a cherished
memento of her trip.

(That is why




The Native Voice

In 1944, Maisie Armytage -Moore, a non-native political activist, became the first woman admitted to

the Native Brotherhood of British Columbia (a First Nations political organisation concerned with
aboriginal rights d fishing rights in particular ). Two years later Maisie founded the Native Voice
newspaper with $150 of her own money and became its first editor. The paper was t h
Organ of the Native Brotherhood of British Col
office she shared with criminal lawyer Tom Hurley, and from their apartment.

The Native Voice was the first native newspaper in Canada. It was widely circulated throughout
North America, and becamean important medi um for discussing native -newcomer relations in both
Canada and the United States Articles and edit orials were contributed by both native and non-
natives. Stories aboutMaisie and Tom Hurley were often featured in its pages d some of them
written by non -native friends such as Constance Coxand Mildred Valley Thornton (see previous

page).

The Native Vo ice, January 1947, Volume 1 (2): 5

Editor Jack Beynon is surrounded by fellow members of the Native Brotherhood of B.C., as they eagerly scan and
discuss the first issue of THE NATIVE VOICE. Seven thousand copies of Volume One, Number One, of the paper were
immediately sent out to all tribes in B.C., as well as to the different points in Canada and the United States where they
had been ordered.

In the picture from left to right are: Guy Williams, Kitamaat, B.C.; Bill Roberts, Campbell River; Jack Beynon,
Carmen Humchitt and Ed Newman of the Bella Bella tribe.

Il n 1947, the first editorial st at e-altcalan®alare vi e
wel come to use the freedom of the press within
unique because it focused entirely on issues of importance to native communities, ranging from

political meetings to marriage announcements, fishing accidents to art initiatives.




The Native Voice was an importanttoolfor uni t i ng Br i ti sh Col umbi ads
action. A diversity of cultures (and languages) are represented by the First Nations residing within
the province, but all of them have experienced similar constraints upon traditional resource rights ,
and to their personal freedoms in relation to society at large under the Indian Act . We will explore
some of these constraints through the case studies provided within this resource package but first we
will examine some of the historical circumstances that created these tensions

Annexing of Native Lands

British Columbia, unlike other Canadian provinces, is largely without treaties. This means that most
of the native peoples living within the province have not ceded their lands to newcomers. Several
cases in indigenous law have supported this position since the latter half of the 20t century.

In the Royal Proclamation issued in 1763, the British Crown determined that native peoples in North
America owned title to their lands until it was extinguished by a treaty. The validity of this
proclamation was upheld by the Supreme Court of Canada in 1973 in Calder v. British Columbia
(Attorney General) . Calder was another founding member of the Native Brotherhood, the
sponsoring body of the Native Voice newspaper.

Native peoples in British Columbia, like othe r indigenous peoples around the world, have been
required to prove they occupied their traditional lands in a court of law as part of the modern land
claims process. Former British colonies, such as Canada, Australia, and New Zealand, have
previously relied upon the doctrine of terra nullis (empty land) in their dealings with aboriginal
peoples. This means that BC First Nations have had to give evidence of a type that would be
acceptedby a court of law, proving they were the original occupants of their lands. Prior to 1997, and
the landmark court case Delgamuukw v. British Columbia , oral history could not be used as evidence
dit had to be something tangible, such asarchaeological findings or historical records.

Land use and fishing rights are entwi ned with the question of land ownership, and have often been a
source of tension between natives and newcomers. In the past, some newcomers argued that native
peoples did not own their land, because they did not farm or clear it. European concepts of land
ownership required the establishment of clearly defined boundaries & fences, roads, railways, fields,
houses, etc... Undeveloped land was viewed as urrused land. Land that was used by First Peoples
for activities other than settlement, such as harvestirg and spiritual matters, was frequently annexed
by settlers. This in turn affected the ability of First Nations community members to pursue

traditional activities such as: hunting, fishing, gathering, and spirit questing . The legacy of this is that
today the issues of land use and resource development remain critical to First Nations and all levels
of governance throughout Canada.

Many First Nations sites were also renamed as newcomers undertook mapping and surveying of the
region. An example is Xeyxelemos/ Lady Franklin Rock, near Yale,a Coast Salishtransformation
site frequented by members of the St6:lo community and the Yale First Nation.

Fi



Today, history is often told from many perspectives to showcase our nation & diverse cultural

heritage, but in the past history was usually told from the perspective of European Canadians. Many
places arenow being identified by both First Nations and Euro -Canadian names. In North
Vancouver, Cates Park is identified asWhey-Ah-Whichen( 6 Fac e s t h e TIHil-Waliuth i n
language) on new signage. Sincethe 2010 Winter Olympics, new signage also provid es Squamish
place names along the Se&o-Sky highway between Horseshoe Bay and Whistler. For example,

C h &éy now appears with Horseshoe Bay, Shishayu74ay at Britannia Beach and Siyam Smanit for the
Chief Mountain at Std7mes / Stawamus.

Consider what the privileging of one community
relations within our society in the past, and what these new initiatives tells us about how native-
newcomer relations are evolving today. Investigate the similar circumstances faced by Canadian

First Nation s and the Aboriginal peoples of Australia by researching the Australian court cases Mabo

v Queensland and Wik Peoples v Queensland.

A Century of Protest Actions

When British Columbia entered Confederation, native peoples in the province began petitioning
Ottawa about concerns over land encroachment, fish and game conservation, and other problems
arising from contact with settlers. This led to the creation of two different Royal Commissions to
investigate theseconcerns, one in 1876 and anotheibetween 19131916

At the end of the 19" century, at various places throughout the province, First Nations were engaging
in protestactions. The Ni sgada, f orattemptsaaspriegtheir larel :il&/@, eesllting
in afederal-provincial investigation to address their concerns Native activism began to gather
strength in the 20t century as distinct communities began uniting thro ugh political organizations,
such asthe Indian Rights Association (1909), Interior Tribes of BC (1915),Allied Tribes of BC (1916)
Native Brotherhood of BC (1931) and the Union of BC Indian Chiefs (1969)d to name a few.

Some of these organizations were short lived, others amalgamated into new entities, while some o
such as theUnion of BC Indian Chiefs, are still in existence today. The issues that led to their creation
are still being negotiated and many communities have now entered the new Treaty Processwhich
was implemented by the federal and provincial governments in August of 1990 .

There are 195First Nations in British Columbia. Today 60% of them are engaged in the Treaty
Process but only a few Nations have signed modern-day treaties:

e Nisgada Nation Final Agreement (May 11, 2000)

e McLeod Lake Indian Band, Treaty No. 8 Adhesion and Settlement Agreement, (March 2000)

e Tsawassen First Nation Treaty (April 3, 2009)

e Sechelt First Nation signed Self Governance Agreement (1986); Still involved inTreaty process
today

For more information on why the province has now decided to participate in the Treaty Process vis
BC Ministry of Aboriginal Relations and Reconciliation at:
http://www.gov.bc.ca/arr/treaty/negotiating/why.html

[e]]
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Time
Immemorial

1763

1782

1791

1792

1808

1824

1827

1848

1849

185054

1858

1862

1863

1864

Native -Newcomer Relations in British Columbia

Origins of BC First Nations in their Traditional Territories

The Royal Proclamation acknowledges that native peoples have pre-existing
rights to their land s, until extinguished by a treaty.

Small pox spreads across North America from Mexico decimating Native villages
on the Northwest Coast. It is estimated that 62% of the native population died in
this epidemic .

Spani sh Expherér s hediGsstd of Georgi a
Spanish and British ships explore Burrard Inlet

Simon Fraser travels up the Fraser Riverencountering Salish peoples

A Small pox or measlesepidemic erupts

Fort Langley is established by the Huds o n 6 s B a y . F@r ¢rade aongythe
Fraser River intensifies.

Measlesepidemic
Colony of Vancouver Island is established

Douglas Treaties signed with 14 communities on South-eastern Vancouver
Island.

A gold rush brings thousands of American miners to the Fraser River.
Settlement intensifies.

Small pox epidemic kills approximately one third of native population in British
Columbia.

St . Maryds residenti al school i's open

Governor Douglas directs the Royal Engineers to consult with Aboriginal leaders
while surveying reserve lands, noting each village may claim up to 300 acres.




1867

1871

1874

1876

1878

1881

1882

1884

1885

1887

1888

1894

Joseph Trutch, Dougl asds successor, h
size, after sympathising with settlers who claim native peoples are occupying
prime land without clearing or farming it.

The province of British Columbia enters Canadian Confederation . The federal
government becomes responsible for native peoples and reserve landsunder
section 91 (24) of the British North America Act.

Sto:13 leaders, Chief Alexis (Cheam) and Chief Ayessick (Hope), petition Ottawa
about aboriginal rights, in particular the reduction of reserve lands and
impediments to their efforts at farmi ng.

The Indian Act is enacted by the Parliament of Canada. The act defines who is,
and who is not considered, a native person in Canada. This in turn determines
who is eligible to live on reserve lands. Native people become wards of the state
(Canada), and Indian agents are put in charge of their affairs.

A special commission is established to listen to aboriginal grievances.

The federal government bans the use of salmon nets in freshwater, initiating the
regulation of native fishing pr actices.

Indian Act amended to make Indian agents legal justices of the peace, able to
enforce regulations.

Indian Act amended to grant Indian agents the same legal powers as magistrates.

Attending school becomes mandatory for native children ; the federal
government begins to overseeresidential schools .

Indian Act amended to make traditional religious ceremonies (such as the Sun
Dance and Potlatches) illegal.

The Nisgabda i mpede | and s uprovirecialwomplaintse s
commission

The Fisheries Actrestricts native fishermen to fishing for food ; sale and barter of
fish prohibited . Commercial fishing now requires a license d the majority of

these are issued to Canneries.

Fisheries policy requires aboriginal nets to be tagged with special markers.

10
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1895

1899

1905

1906

1908

1909

1911

1913

1914

1913-1916

1915

1916

1917

The Indian Act is amended to outlaw all dances, ceremonies and festivals that
involved the wounding of animals or humans, or the giving away of money or
goods.

Treaty 8 includes eight First Nations communities in North -eastern BC.

The Indian Act is amended to allow aboriginal people to be removed from
reserves near towns with more than 8,000 residents.

SKwxwu7/meshChi ef Capi | a nGhief Cl@auewI8ipaynslty, mand
Secwepemc Chief Basil David travel to London, England to discussthe need to
settle land claims with King Edward VII, and are given an audience.

SKwxwa7mesh Chief Joe Capilano and twenty other BC native leaders travel to
Ottawa to petition Sir Wilfred Laurier about aboriginal rights and title.

Indian Rights Association started at Spences Bridge.

The Indian Act is amended to allow municipalities and companies to expropriate
portions of reserves, without surrender, for roads, railways, and other public
works.

Ni sgada Land Committee travels to Ott

An amendment to the Indian Act requires Indians to seek official permission
before appearing in oOaboriginal on0stu
stampede or pageant. o

McKenna-McBride Royal Commission investigates the Indian land problem in
British Columbia and recommends adding to, reducing and eliminating reserves
throughout the province.

The Interior Tribes of BC is formed in Southern British Columbia. They support
the Nisgabda petition and send one of

The Allied Tribes of BC is established to defend aboriginal rights and title. Itis
created from two organizations: the Indian Tribes of BC and the Interior Tribes of
BC.

The aboriginal food fishery becomes licensed and shares the same regulations as
the commercial fishery.

11
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1918

1920

1923

1927

1931

1936

1942

1943

1947

1949

1958

1960

Indian Act amended to allow the Super intendant -General to lease out
uncultivated reserve lands to non -aboriginals if the new lease holder used it for
farming or pasture.

Indian Act amended to allow the D epartment of Indian Affair and Northern
Development (DIAND) to ban hereditary rule of bands. DIAND was also given
the power to force involuntary en franchisement (loss of aboriginal and treaty
rights) on any status Indian they deemed fit, regardless of whether or not they
possessed land off reserve (an earlier requirement).

Native peoples are allowed to become commercial fishermen in BC

A provision made to the Indian Act curtails the ability of native peoples to secure
legal representation by requiring the Superintendent General to approve any
legal appointments. Stiff penalties are enforced on violators. This becomes a
major impedim ent to native land claims.

Native Brotherhood of British Columbia established by Alfred Adams (Haida)
using the Native Brotherhood of Alaska as a model. Communities belonged to
branches with their own vice -presidents and secretaries (examples: Nas River,
Kwa k wa k a 6 w a-ghah;nultN tsland Salish, Mainland Coast Salish).

The Indian Act is amended to allow Indian Agents to direct Band Council
meetings, and to cast a deciding vote in the event of a tie.

First head office of the Nativ e Brotherhood establishedin Vancouver by Business
Agent Andrew Paull ( Skwxwa7mesh).

Native American Indian Brotherhood established by And rew Paull
(Skwxwu7mesh). It becomes a rival of the Native Brotherhood.

Amendments to the Indian Act considered by Special Joint Parliamentary
Committee in Ottawa.

BC First Nations are allowed to vote in provincial elections.

Frank Cal der ( Ni §rgtaaie persbnecleciechassa Méntber of
the Legislative Assembly in BC.

Prime Minister Diefenbaker appoints James Gladstone (Kainai Nation) the first
Native Senatorin Canada.

BC First Nations are allowed to vote in federal elections.
12




1965
1969

1971

1973

1982

1985

1990

2000

Indian Claims Commission established by the federal government.

Calder vs. the Attorney General of BC. The Ni sgad6a Tri bal C
action against the province of British Columbia arguing that legal title to the

Nass Valley had not been ceded in accordance with the Royal Proclamation of
1763. BC Court of Appealrules that aboriginal rights only exist if the government
recognises them.

In the 1969 white paper, the federal government proclaims that assimilation has
been successful and suggested that discrimination would be ended by repealing
the Indian Act, abolis hing the Department of Indian Affairs and Indian reserves,
and transferring many federal responsibilities for Indian affairs to the provinces.

Many new First Nations political organizations emerge in response to the White
Paper, among them the Union of BC Indian Chiefs.

The federal government shelves the White paper after two years of fierce
opposition from native peoples across Canada.

The Calder Case goes to the Supreme Court, the judges accepted the argument
that aboriginal title had exist ed, but were split on whether the Royal
Proclamation extended to BC.

The Constitution Act recognises the rights of Aboriginal people.

BilC-31 amends the I ndian Act by changi |
eliminates discrimination agai nst women, and allows for reinstatement of status
to those who lost or were denied status in the past. This amendment allows
Indian Bands to determine their own membership rules .

The Sparrow decision, Supreme Court of Canada,recogniseso a s t reasarg
of protection 0 dndnulesdhbtaboiigmal and treaty righgstare s
capable of evolving over time and must be interpreted in a generous, liberal
manner.

Indian Act amended to allow Band members living off reserve to vote in Band
elections and referendums.

13
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Initial Inquiry Activities

Do you use email, texting, or Facebook to talk to friends? Do you share information and invite
friends to events using one or more of these mediums?

e How do you communicate?

o Doestechnology make it easier to notify your friends about important events?

e Without these tools, would it take longer, or be more difficult, to contact people?
Would you be able to notify everyone that you wanted to?

Have you ever participated in school or class elections? What about fundraising events for your
school, sports team, local charity or other organization?

e Ifyes, how did you advertise?
e How many people were involved? What types of jobs did they perform?

Have you ever participated in social activism ?

e Have you attended a political protest or rally? (For the environment,anti-poverty, w
rights?)

¢ |If yes, how did you learn about it?

e Did you know many of the people you met there? Were they from the local area, or did they
travel to the event from somewhere else?

¢ Have you visited the websites of any of these types of organizations? Did you learn something

from doing so?

The Native Voice was the first newspaper to focus on native issues in Canada, how do you think it
helped native people in British Columbia and the rest of Canada?And American Indian tribes in the

United States?

e Have you read a native newspaper? If yes, where did you get it? If no, where might you find

one?
e How was it the same or di ff erread? from ot her

e If you have not read a native newspaper, what types of articles would you expect one to have?
What topics might be included?

14




Case Study Lessons and Research Activities

Assign each of the groups one of the three case studies.

e Have each group read the case sidy.

e What was the topic and how was it covered in the Native Voice ?

e Did change occur? Is this still an issue today?

e Have students consult additional resources such asthe maps, newspaper and book articles,
and websites provided.

e Students should present their case study analysis to the rest of the class.

e Each Case Study cont ai mSuggesto €usldnts that they may wahoto s |
use these to structure their presentations.

Discuss the following questions with the class:

e What was the point of contention, if there was one, in each of the cases?

e How are the cases similar? How are they different?

« Did the Native Voice provide multiple perspectives on the issue in question?

e When it comes to the news, ae all opinions valid? Should informed (or expe rt) opinions be
given more attention or should we hear all sides of the issue?

e Do you think native issues would be given the same amount of attention in a non -native
newspaper?

Creative Responses

Land has different meaning for different cultures in our province. Choose a place from one of the
case studies and consider how it is viewed by natives and newcomers. Create an art piece, such as a
collage or poem to illustrate these different perspectives. (For inspiration research the artwork of
artist Jane Ash Poitras).Show how First Nations individuals or communities are visible in your area.

Consider your case study topic and write an editorial for the Native Voice expressing your views on

the topic, be sure to consider how the issue affects peopletoday. Provide details about how you
came to your opinion.

15




Research a Native Newspaper

Search on the internet for Native newspapers in Canada. Individually or in small groups, select a
contemporary native newspaper. Examples:

Turtle Island News

The First Perspective
Nunatsiag News
Windspeaker
Ravends Eye
Alberta Sweetgrass
Indian Country News
Tekawennake

Kahtou News

Consider the following questions:

When was this newspaper started? What type of organisation was it associated with?
What types of issues is the organisation focused upon?

Why is this newspaper important to this organization?

Who do you think reads it?

Newspaper Article Analysis

Select an article from your native newspaper. Search mainstream newspapers from the same period
to investigate whether they covered the same story and respond to the following questions:

Did the newspaper cover the story?
How was the coverage similar or different from that of the native newspaper?

What would you think if you only read one of these papers? How does the media shape our
opinions?

16




Glossary

Aboriginal Rights and Title

Aboriginal rights, which are separate from Treaty rights, are the practices, customs and traditions
unique to First Nations that First Nations participated in prior to ¢ ontact with Europeans. Aboriginal
rights, such as the right to hunt and fish, are constitutionally protected and cannot be extinguished by
any government. Aboriginal title, is an Aboriginal right, that is the right to the land itself; it is
considered a communal right.

(For more information see http://www.otc.ca/pdfs/aboriginal_rights.pdf)

Band

A band is an organizational structure defined under the Indian Act of Canada which represents a
particular group of First Nat womarscomneoolpused thoughlirh e
some areas a 6Banddé or bands can comprise part

Bill 267

An amendment to the Indian act that was introduced in June 1950, but was rejected due to a lack of
consultation and its failure to give First Nations the f ederal vote and a means to appeal decisions
made by Indian Agents on their behalf.

Coloni alism

The term colonialism generally refers to a period of history (15th - late 19th centuries) when
European nations, such as Britain, France and Spain, establishedolonies on other continents.
Colonizing nations sought to acquire new lands to expand their resource base and to signify their
political p o we r . Settlers often moved to these o0col
religious or political per secution or with the intention of changing their economic status for the

better. Indigenous peoples were frequently displaced by these newcomers, or adversely affected by
the new diseasesthey introduced and assimilation efforts of missionaries and coloni al governments.

Cultural Property

Cultural property is material of importance to the cultural heritage of a group of people. It includes
artistic, historical, religious, and cultural objects, as well as songs, stories and dances and the right to
use and control how this information is shared .

Enfranchisement

Prior to 1960, under the Indian Act, native peoples in Canada had to voluntarily relinquish their legal
status as Indians (andthereby their Aboriginal rights ) to gain Canadian citizenship and the ability to
vote in federal elections. Prior to an amendment made to the Indian Act on June 28,1985(Bill C-31),
involuntary enfranchisement occurred when a First Nations woman married a non -native man; she
and her future children lost their Indian Status and associatedAboriginal rights.

Epidemic
A widespread outbreak of infectious disease.

17
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First Nation
A term used to refer to the indigenous peoples of Canada. It recognises them as the first occupants
with sovereignty to the land. This is a response b the concept ofterra nullius.

The Indian Act

In 1876the Indian Act was introduced by the Parliament of Canada in an attempt to consolidate all
existing legislation that covered First Nations and their relationship to Canada. It set native peoples
apart from other Canadians, initially denying them citizenship status and making them into wards of
the state. Representatives of the government, called Indian agents, were responsible for managing
native lands and other daily activities. Issues as diverseas medical, food, land use, tribal
membership were not recorded as dealt with until it was gone over by Chief and Council with the
0Agent . 0

Indigenous Peoples

Indigenous peoples are people, communities, and nations who claim a historical continuity and
cultural affinity with societies endemic to their original territories that developed prior to exposure to
the larger connected civilization associated with Western Culture.

Self-government

Self-government is a term referring to the ability of First Nati onsto govern themselves within the
framework of the Canadian Constitution. Through self-government, First Nations would make
decisions about matters that affect them, such as health, education and child welfarewithout the
guidance or required signature of an Indian Agent . (http://www.gov.bc.ca/arr/treaty/faq.html)

Terra Nulli us

A Latin expression deriving from Roman Law mea
land"), which is used in international law to describe territory which has never been subject to the
sovereignty of any state, or over which any prior sovereign has expressly or implicitly relinquished
sovereignty. Sovereignty over territory which is terra nullius may be acquired through occupation.

Treaty

A treaty is a formal agreement, between two or more states, in reference to peace, alliance, commerce
or other international relations.
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Case Study 1: Amendments to the Indian Act

What is the Indian Act?

In 1876, the Parliament of Canada passed thdndian Act to manage the affairs of the native peoples
of Canada. The Act not only defined who was and was not a native person in Canada, but made
native people wards of the state - giving control over their daily lives and lands to the government.
The Indian Act was viewed as a temporary measure to oversee native peoples until assimilation had
been accomplished, and they no longer required a separate status within Canadian society.

The Act was designed to protect the land that First Nations still had left to them by declaring it
"Crown Land set aside for the use of a Band of Indians."

A theme throughout the Indian Act is the assimilation and "civilizing" of the Indians. Their
Indian status was regarded as a temporary stage on the road to assimilation. The Indian Act
also essenially made "Status Indians" wards of the Crown, and regulated their lives.
Restrictions ranged from rules about how they would elect leaders to how their children
would be educated and how their estates would be dealt with after death. First Nations were
allowed virtually no self -governing powers. 1

The Indian Act is considered paternalistic, becauseit determined the status of a native person in
relation to the head of their household. For example, a native woman who lived with her parents
was considered a status Indian. If she married a non-aboriginal person, she (and her future children)
were no longer considered to be status Indians and as such had no aboriginalor treaty rights. If the
marriage broke down, the woman and her children were not allowed to return to the reservation she
came from. Conversely, if a Euro-Canadian woman married a native man she, and her future
children, became statusindians. If the marriage ended, and she did not remarry, she could continue
to live on the reservation. Métis people were not considered to be status Indiansunder the Indian
Act; they were enfranchised.

A Superintendent -General of Indian Affairs was responsible for managing the affairs of all status
Indians, which was accomplished on a daily basis through his representatives 8 Indian Agents. In the
early 1880s the Act was amended to give these agents more legal powers, in effect making them
officers of the court. Amendments were also later made to control how Band Councils would be
organized, to determinehow st atus I ndians could be O0involu
native ceremonial life (refer to the timeline for some of these amendments).

Since its inception, the Act has been amended more than 20 times. In 1927, an amendment was made
to prevent native people from hiring lawyers without the approval of the Superintendent - General,
effectively blocking potential land claims in an era when native political organizations were

gathering strength.

! From the website: http://firstpeoplesofcanada.com/fp_treaties/john_fp33_indianact.html)
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In this Case Study we will examine one proposed amendment to the Indian Act, Bill 267 . This Bill
was introduced on June, 7,195Q The following archival news clippings contain responses to the
proposed amendment asthey were covered in the pages ofthe Native Voice.

BC First Nations were at first hopeful about the new legislation, but once they, and others, had
reviewed the proposed amendments there was immediate protest. Bill 267 was criticized because it
denied native peoples the federal vote and rejected recommendations of a claims commission a
regional advisory board to create external check on Indian administration ( a f or m of 0
Af fairsdé to regul ate tzhe actions of I ndian Age

Walter Harris, the new minister of the Indian Affairs Branch within the Ministry of Citizenship and
Immig ration, withdrew Bill 267 two weeks after he introduced it, expressing his intention of
resubmitting it in a year & time after consultation had occurred.

% For more information on this topic, research the Musqueam legal victory: Guerin v. The Queen[1984] 2 S.C.R. 335.
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Indian Act Revision At Next Session

—See Story Page 3, Editorial Page 4

CHIEF WILLIAM SCOW, Native Brotherhood of B.C. President
. . first part of objective about to be realized. -
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January, 1950

The NATIVE VOICE

Page 3

PM Confirms Indian Ae¢t Revision

News that the Indian Act will be re-
vised at the coming session of Parliament
at Ottawa is the cause of Native Brother-
hood President William Scow’s smile in
the picture appearing on page one. Chief
Scow has received this word in the form
of a letter to The Native Voice from J. L.
Gibson, member for Comox-Alberni.

Mr. Gibson wrote that, “I was glad
to have the assurance from the Prime
Minister the other day in the House that
a revised Indian Act would be introduced
in the House of Commons during the next
session. I believe that the new provisions
will give our Indian population a chance
to develop to the extent to which they
are undoubtedly capable.”

Revision of the Aect has been one of
the bhasic policies of the Native Brother-
hood of B.C. under the leadership of
both the late president, Alfred Adams,
and today’s president, William Scow.

It will be recalled that in the first
issue of The Native Voice, which was
published in December, 1946, the lead
story referred to establishment earlier
in the year of a joint Senate-House Com-
mittee to consider revising the Indian Act.

According to the plans set forth by
the committee, the 1948 session of par-
liament was to have heen the one at
which revision of ‘the Act would take
place.

The resolution establishing the com-
mittee stated as follows:

“Resolved—That a joint committee of
the Senate and House of Commons be
appointed to examine and consider the
Indian Act, Chapter 98, RS.C., 1927, and
amendments thereto and to suggest such
amendments as they may deem advis-
able, with authority to investigate and
report upon Indian administration in
general and, in particular:

“1. Treaty rights and obligations.

“2. Band membership,

“3. Liability of Indians to pay taxes.

“4, Enfranchisement of Indians both
voluntary and involuntary.

“5. Eligibility of Indians to vote at
Dominion elections.

“6. The encroachment of white persons
on Indian Reserves.

“7. The operation of Indian Day and
Residential Schools.

“8. And any other matter or thing per-
taining to the social and economic status
of Indians and their advancement, which,
in the opinion of such a committee
should be incorporated in the revised
Act.”

What specific changes will be con-
tained in the revised Act are not known,
but the Native Indians of Canada are
looking for a status equal to that of any
other citizen,

March, 1950

The NATIVE VOICE

Page &

~Indian Bill of Rights in April

OTTAWA.— Legislation es-
tablishing a new bill of rights
for Canada’s 135,000 Indians
probably will be introduced in
the Commons late in April,
Immigration Minister Harris

said on March 21.
He spoke after several Op-
position members urged better

“treatment of Indians. He said

it has not yet been decided
what procedure will be follow-

ed to give Indian bands an op-
portunity to make representa-
tions on contents of the legis-
lation.

John Diefenbaker (P.C., Lake
Centre) suggested that repre-

Indian Mother Tells Tragic Story
Of Struggle For Bare Existence

Fort St. James, B.C.
February 22, 1950.

Mrs. Maisie A. Moore,
Vancouver, B.C.

My dear Friend, Mrs. Moore:

It took me a long time to make
up my mind to write to you to let
you know we are finding our lives
in a poor condition. This winter
has been so cold, my husband, an
invalid from an accident, myself
an ex-T.B. patient at Miller Bay
Hospital.

If you find it suitable you can
print this in the Native Voice, 1
left hospital at Miller Bay in
Prince Rupert on August 6, 1949,
fully discharged and cured of this
dreadful disease.

The poor conditions in which 1
found v hame and  hnchand

she is of no help to us. It's so
little for a large family to live on.
Understanding that we were both
unable to help ourselves no way
of getting even extra money, I
had a complaint to the Indian
Agent again and again for clothes
so he gave $25 for my children,
for which I took rubbers, yarn
and yard goods for them, Yet
my husband had to use one thin
summer underwear through all
this cold spell, so I begged again
to the Indian agent only then did
he give him a pair of wool under-
wedar,

TONIGHT, we had some trouble
when one doctor.and Indian Con-
stable came inte our home and
started bawling out my poor hus-
band for complaining about his
undernourished son (6 vears old)

and buying her own food. I don't
see any reason for the constable to
chase her out of my house. Which
he tried to do. But he did not
succeed, but he is coming back
today to chase her out.

My little boy needs milk., 1
asked this constable to increase
baby’s milk ration to a full case
but he refused me saying I had
enough to buy me meore milk. My
baby gets one can a day, she is 5
months.

Must close now hoping to hear
from you real soon,

So long and God Bless and pros-
pber you.

Sincerely a friemd,
(signed) Mrs. FRANCESCA
ANTOINE

sentatives of Indians in each
province and particularly In-
dian chiefs be brought to Otta-
wa by the government to dis-
cuss the legislation.

Mr, Diefenbaker said Indians
wanted to see their treaty
rights preserved. They wanted
full citizenship rights, but in
asking for that they wanted
their full treaty rights respect-
ed. They were fearful that if
they accept the right to vote
they will lose treaty rights.

He believed the time had
come when Indians should be
permitted to take action
against the Crown for neglect
or mismanagement of funds.

Angus  Maclnnis  (C.C.F,
Vancouver East) said the fran-
chise has been extended to In-
dians in British Columbia. He
did not think it could be very
long maintained that the In-
dian is a citizen when he is
considered a British Columbi-
an, but a ward of the State
when he comes under the jur-
isdiction of the Federal gov-
ernment.
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